Genesis 11:1-9 — "Reject Pride's Tower"
Text: Genesis 11:1-9 (CSB)

1 The whole earth had the same language and vocabulary. 2 As people migrated from the east, they found a
valley in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3 They said to each other, "Come, let us make oven-fired bricks.
(They used brick for stone and asphalt for mortar.) 4 And they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city and a
tower with its top in the sky. Let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise, we will be scattered throughout the
earth."

5 Then the LORD came down to look over the city and the tower that the humans were building. 6 The LORD
said, "If they have begun to do this as one people all having the same language, then nothing they plan to do
will be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down there and confuse their language so that they will not
understand one another's speech." 8 So from there the LORD scattered them throughout the earth, and they
stopped building the city. 9 Therefore it is called Babylon, for there the LORD confused the language of the
whole earth, and from there the LORD scattered them throughout the earth.

Key Background:

* Timeline After the Flood: Genesis 11:1-9 occurs several generations after Noah's flood. Genesis 10 (the
Table of Nations) describes the spread of Noah's descendants across the earth. Genesis 11:1-9 actually explains
why and how the nations were scattered—it's a flashback showing the event that caused the dispersion described
in chapter 10. This literary technique highlights the theological importance of Babel.

* One Language: "The whole earth had the same language and vocabulary” (v. 1). All humanity spoke a single
language, descended from Noah's family. This linguistic unity made communication effortless and collaboration
easy. While unity itself isn't wrong, unified rebellion against God is catastrophic. The same unity that could
accomplish great good can accomplish great evil when directed away from God.

* Migration from the East: The phrase "migrated from the east" (v. 2) is significant. In Genesis, movement
"eastward" or "from the east" often indicates movement away from God's presence (Eden was in the east -
Genesis 2:8; Cain went east from God's presence - Genesis 4:16). This geographical detail hints at spiritual
rebellion—humanity moving away from God's purposes.

* The Land of Shinar: Shinar is the ancient name for Babylonia/Mesopotamia, the region between the Tigris
and Euphrates rivers (modern-day Iraq). This is where some of the earliest post-flood civilizations developed.
Biblically, Shinar/Babylon becomes synonymous with human pride, rebellion against God, and ungodly world
systems throughout Scripture (Isaiah 13-14, Revelation 17-18).

* Technological Achievement: "Let us make oven-fired bricks" (v. 3). Instead of using natural stone, they
manufacture uniform bricks and use asphalt (bitumen/tar) for mortar. This represents significant technological
advancement—human ingenuity creating standardized building materials. Technology itself isn't evil, but it can
amplify human pride and enable rebellion against God on a massive scale.

* The City and Tower: The people propose building "a city and a tower with its top in the sky" (v. 4).
Archaeological evidence from Mesopotamia reveals ziggurats—massive stepped pyramid temples reaching
skyward, where pagan priests claimed to connect with the gods. Babel's tower was likely an early ziggurat,
representing humanity's attempt to reach heaven through human achievement and religious effort rather than
God's revelation.

» "Let Us Make a Name'': The core motivation is revealed: "Let us make a name for ourselves" (v. 4). This is
the essence of pride—seeking self-glory, self-sufficiency, and self-exaltation. Instead of glorifying God's name
and living for His fame, they pursue their own renown. This directly contradicts God's purpose for humanity (to
reflect His glory) and inverts the proper order (God makes a name for us, not we for ourselves).

* Fear of Scattering: "Otherwise, we will be scattered throughout the earth" (v. 4). Ironically, they're resisting
the very command God gave Noah: "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth" (Genesis 9:1, 7). God intended
humanity to spread out and steward the whole earth. They preferred concentration, centralization, and control—
staying together to build their kingdom rather than obeying God's command to fill His earth.

* Unified Rebellion: The tower represents humanity's first organized, unified rebellion since the flood. Rather
than scattered individual sin, this is corporate, coordinated defiance. They're united in purpose (make a name),
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united in effort (build the tower), and united in opposition to God's will (refuse to scatter). Unity without God
becomes unity against God.

* God Comes Down: "The LORD came down to look over the city and the tower" (v. 5). This is divine irony—
their tower supposedly reaches the sky, yet God must "come down" to even see it. The massive structure they
thought touched heaven is so insignificant from God's perspective that He condescends to examine it. Human
achievement, no matter how impressive to us, is infinitesimal before God's majesty.

* Divine Council Language: "Come, let us go down" (v. 7) echoes "Let us make man in our image" (Genesis
1:26). The plural suggests the Trinity in counsel. When humanity says "let us" to rebel, God responds with "let
us" to judge. The same unity humanity misuses for pride, the Triune God uses for righteous judgment and
redemptive purposes.

* God's Assessment: God says, "If they have begun to do this as one people all having the same language, then
nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them" (v. 6). This isn't divine fear but recognition that unified,
sinful humanity with unlimited technological potential would accelerate toward greater evil, violence, and self-
destruction. God's intervention is merciful judgment—Ilimiting human capacity for coordinated evil while still
allowing cultural development.

* Confusion of Languages: God's judgment is precise and appropriate: "confuse their language so that they will
not understand one another's speech” (v. 7). They wanted unity for self-glory; God gives them diversity and
forces dependence on Him. The confusion isn't random but purposeful—breaking unified rebellion while still
allowing human civilization to develop in diverse cultures. This multiplicity of languages persists today
(thousands of languages worldwide).

* Scattering Accomplished: "From there the LORD scattered them throughout the earth, and they stopped
building the city" (v. 8). What humanity tried to prevent, God accomplished. His purposes cannot be thwarted.
The scattering fulfilled God's original command to fill the earth (Genesis 9:1, 7). What looked like judgment
was actually the fulfillment of God's creation mandate—humanity spreading across the earth to steward it.

* Named Babylon: "Therefore it is called Babylon, for there the LORD confused the language" (v. 9). The
Hebrew word "Babel" (Babel) sounds like the word for "confused" (balal). In Akkadian, "Babel" meant "gate of
the gods"—reflecting their prideful intent. But God renamed it based on what actually happened—confusion
and scattering. Throughout Scripture, Babylon represents prideful, godless civilization opposed to God's
kingdom (Revelation 17-18).

* Reversal at Pentecost: Genesis 11's language confusion is dramatically reversed at Pentecost (Acts 2), when
the Holy Spirit enables people from every nation to hear the gospel in their own language. What was divided at
Babel is reunited in Christ—not through human achievement but through God's Spirit. The church becomes the
multi-ethnic, multi-lingual people of God, unified not by common language but by common faith in Christ.

* Pattern of Pride: Babel establishes a biblical pattern: (1) Human pride and self-sufficiency, (2) Organized
rebellion against God's commands, (3) Attempt to build security and significance apart from God, (4) God's
judgment that scatters and humbles, (5) God's purposes ultimately accomplished despite human resistance. This
pattern repeats throughout Scripture and history.

Questions from the Story:

» What characterized all humanity at this time (v. 1)? What advantage did one language provide?

» Where did people migrate and what did they find there (v. 2)? What is significant about moving "from the
east"?

* What technological development do they announce (v. 3)? What materials do they use?

* What do the people propose to build (v. 4)? What are the two parts of their project?

» What phrase describes the tower's ambition (v. 4)? What does "top in the sky" suggest about their goal?
» What do the people say is their primary motivation (v. 4)? What do they want to accomplish?

* What are they trying to avoid (v. 4)? How does this relate to God's command in Genesis 9:1, 7?

» What does the LORD do in verse 5? What is ironic about God needing to "come down"?

» What does God observe about their unity and capability (v. 6)? What will be possible for them?

* What does God say in response (v. 7)? Who is included in "let us"?

» What specific action does God take (v. 7)? How will this solve the problem?

» What is the result of God's intervention (v. 8)? What happens to their building project?



» What name is given to the place, and why (v. 9)? What does "Babel/Babylon" mean?

» What happened to humanity from there (v. 9)? How does this fulfill God's original plan?

* Why is linguistic unity dangerous when humanity is united in rebellion against God?

» What does the phrase "let us make a name for ourselves" reveal about the sin of pride and self-glory?

* How does building a tower "with its top in the sky" represent humanity's attempt to reach God through human
achievement?

» What does their fear of being "scattered" tell us about human desire for security apart from God?

» Why does God judge unified rebellion more severely than scattered individual sin?

* How does God "coming down" to see the tower demonstrate the vast difference between human achievement
and divine majesty?

» What does God's assessment (v. 6) teach us about human potential for evil when unified without God's
restraint?

* How is the confusion of languages both a judgment and a mercy?

* In what ways does scattering humanity across the earth actually fulfill God's original purpose rather than
frustrate it?

» How does Babel establish Babylon as the biblical symbol for prideful, godless civilization throughout
Scripture?

» What is the difference between godly unity (unified in serving God) and ungodly unity (unified in rebellion)?
* How does Acts 2 (Pentecost) reverse the judgment of Babel and point to the gospel's power to unite diverse
peoples?

* In what ways do we see modern "towers of Babel"—human achievement pursued for self-glory apart from
God?

» How does the church's multi-ethnic, multi-lingual unity in Christ demonstrate God's redemptive plan
overcoming Babel's division?

» What does this passage teach about the danger of seeking to "make a name for ourselves" rather than living for
God's glory?

* How should we view human achievement, technology, and progress in light of Babel's warning?

* What does Babel teach us about God's sovereignty—His ability to accomplish His purposes even when
humanity rebels?



