
Genesis 25:19–27:46 – “Shun Deception’s Conflict” 
Text: Genesis 25:19–27:46 (CSB) 
 

25:21–23 Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife because she was 
childless. The LORD was receptive to his prayer, and his wife Rebekah 
conceived. But the children inside her struggled with each other, and she said, “If 
it is like this, why am I here?” So she went to inquire of the LORD. And the LORD 
said to her: “Two nations are in your womb; two peoples will be separated from 
within you. One people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve 
the younger.” 
25:29–34 Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field 
exhausted. He said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, because I’m 
exhausted.” Jacob replied, “First sell me your birthright.” “I’m about to die,” Esau 
said, “so what good is a birthright to me?” Jacob replied, “Swear to me first.” So 
he swore to Jacob and sold his birthright to him. Esau despised his birthright. 
27:6–9 Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “Listen, I heard your father talking to your 
brother Esau. He said, ‘Bring me game and make me a delicious meal so that I 
can eat it and bless you in the LORD’s presence before I die.’ Now, my son, 
listen to me and do what I tell you. Go to the flock and get me two choice young 
goats, and I’ll make them into a delicious meal for your father—the kind he 
loves.” 
27:35–37 He replied, “Your brother came deceitfully and took your blessing.” 
“Isn’t he rightly named Jacob?” Esau replied. “He has supplanted me twice now. 
He took my birthright, and look, now he’s taken my blessing.” Then he asked, 
“Haven’t you saved a blessing for me?” But Isaac answered Esau, “I have made 
him lord over you, made all his relatives his servants, and provided him with grain 
and new wine. What then can I do for you, my son?” 
27:41 Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had 
given him. And Esau planned to kill his brother Jacob after his father died. 

 

Key Background 
• God’s Sovereign Word Before the Birth: Before Jacob and Esau are born, God 

declares His purposes: “the older will serve the younger” (25:23). This is not 
preference—it is sovereign election. Paul meditates on this in Romans 9:10–13 to 
demonstrate that God’s purposes are not based on human merit or birth order. The 
problem in this family is not that God’s word fails—it is that everyone tries to fulfill it in 
their own way rather than trusting God to accomplish it. 

• Two Sons, Two Characters: From birth, Jacob and Esau are fundamentally different: 
Esau is the hunter, the man of the field, impulsive and physical; Jacob is the dweller of 
tents, calculating and patient (25:27). Isaac favors Esau; Rebekah favors Jacob (25:28). 
Parental favoritism is named plainly by the text—and it poisons the family’s future. What 
parents show favoritism sows seeds of division. 



• Esau and the Birthright: Esau’s trade of his birthright for a bowl of stew (25:29–34) is 
not a moment of weakness—it is a revelation of character. He is “exhausted” but in no 
real danger of death. His statement “What good is a birthright to me?” reveals a man 
who cannot see past the present moment to value the future. Hebrews 12:16 calls him 
“profane”—someone who treats sacred things as if they have no value. 

• Rebekah’s Scheme: Rebekah knows God’s promise—the older will serve the younger. 
But instead of trusting God to accomplish His word, she engineers it. Her plan involves 
deception, impersonation, and using Jacob as her instrument. Her goal is right; her 
method is entirely wrong. When we take God’s promises into our own hands through 
manipulation, we do not help God—we complicate the path to fulfillment and wound 
those around us. 

• Jacob’s Willing Participation: Jacob is not an innocent pawn. He voices concern about 
being caught (27:12), but his concern is getting caught, not the wrongness of the act. He 
willingly dresses in Esau’s clothes, brings the prepared food, and lies directly to his 
father: “I am Esau your firstborn” (27:19). Jacob is complicit. His name means “heel-
grabber” or “supplanter”—and he lives up to it here. 

• Isaac’s Blind Spot: Isaac intends to bless Esau despite knowing God’s word about 
Jacob. His preference for Esau shapes his intentions. He is not acting in alignment with 
what God had declared before the boys were born. The blessing he gives Jacob, though 
obtained by deception, is genuine and irrevocable—because it is ultimately God’s 
blessing, not merely Isaac’s. God works through the chaos of this family’s failure. 

• Esau’s Grief and Rage: Esau’s reaction to the stolen blessing is deeply emotional—he 
cries out, weeps, and begs for a blessing (27:34, 38). His grief is real. But Hebrews 
12:17 notes that “he found no opportunity for repentance, even though he sought it with 
tears.” The tears were for the lost blessing, not for the spiritual reality he had despised. 
There is a grief that is self-pity and a grief that is repentance—they are not the same. 

• The Cost of Deception: The immediate consequence of the deception is the rupture of 
the family. Jacob must flee for his life. He will not see his mother again—Genesis never 
records their reunion. Rebekah’s scheme achieves the right outcome but destroys the 
family in the process. The blessing Jacob needed could have been trusted to God. 
Deception always costs more than we calculate in advance. 

 

Questions from the Story 
1. What does God reveal to Rebekah about her unborn sons (25:23)? What is the 

significance of this declaration before they are born? 
2. How does Paul use this passage in Romans 9:10–13? What does it teach about God’s 

sovereign purposes? 
3. How does the text describe Jacob and Esau’s personalities (25:27)? What do their 

contrasting traits foreshadow? 
4. What does parental favoritism in this family (25:28) reveal about the dynamics that will 

shape the next generation? 
5. What is Esau’s attitude toward his birthright when he sells it (25:32–34)? What does 

Hebrews 12:16 say about this? 
6. What motivates Rebekah’s scheme in Genesis 27? Is her goal right? Is her method 

right? Can you separate the two? 



7. What does Jacob’s concern about being caught (27:12) reveal about his moral 
reasoning at this point in his life? 

8. How does Jacob respond when his father asks directly if he is Esau (27:24)? What does 
this direct lie tell us about Jacob’s character? 

9. Why is Isaac’s intention to bless Esau problematic given what God had declared in 
25:23? What does this tell us about Isaac’s priorities? 

10. Once given, why can’t Isaac take back the blessing (27:33, 37)? What does this tell us 
about the nature of spoken blessing in this culture? 

11. How does Esau respond when he discovers what has happened (27:34–38)? Is his grief 
about the loss of the blessing or about spiritual failure? 

12. What does Hebrews 12:17 say about Esau’s tears? What is the difference between 
grieving consequences and true repentance? 

13. What are the immediate consequences of Jacob’s deception (27:41–45)? What does the 
family’s rupture cost Rebekah personally? 

14. In what ways does each person in this story attempt to manage God’s promises through 
human scheming rather than trust? 

15. How does Rebekah’s example warn us about the danger of engineering outcomes that 
God has promised to bring about in His own way? 

16. What does Esau’s trading of the birthright for stew warn us about the danger of living for 
the immediate rather than the eternal? 

17. How does this story demonstrate that God’s purposes cannot be thwarted even by 
human deception—while still showing that deception has real consequences? 

18. What does this family’s dysfunction teach us about the long-term damage of favoritism, 
rivalry, and manipulation in family relationships? 

19. Where in your own life are you tempted to take matters into your own hands rather than 
trust God’s timing and methods? 


