
Genesis 42:1–50:26 – “Achieve Reconciliation’s 
Grace” 
Text: Genesis 42:1–50:26 (CSB) 
 

42:6–8 Joseph was the one in charge of the country; he sold grain to all its 
people. His brothers came and bowed down before him with their faces to the 
ground. When Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized them, but he treated them 
like strangers and spoke harshly to them… Although Joseph recognized his 
brothers, they did not recognize him. 
44:33–34 Now please let your servant remain here as my lord’s slave, in place of 
the boy. Please let the boy go back with his brothers. For how can I go back to 
my father without the boy? I could not bear to see the grief that would overwhelm 
my father.” 
45:4–8 “Please come near me,” Joseph said to his brothers. So they came near. 
“I am Joseph, your brother,” he said, “who sold me into Egypt. And now don’t be 
grieved or angry with yourselves for selling me here, because God sent me 
ahead of you to preserve life… God sent me ahead of you to establish you as a 
remnant within the land and to give you a great deliverance. Therefore it was not 
you who sent me here, but God.” 
50:19–21 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 
You planned evil against me; God planned it for good to bring about the present 
result—the survival of many people. Therefore don’t be afraid. I will take care of 
you and your children.” And he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
50:24–25 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die, but God will certainly 
come to your aid and bring you up from this land to the land he swore to give to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” Joseph then made the sons of Israel swear an 
oath: “God will certainly come to your aid; then you must take my bones up from 
here.” 

 

Key Background 
• The Dreams Come True: When Joseph’s brothers come to Egypt to buy grain and bow 

before him, his dreams from Genesis 37 are fulfilled. He recognizes them immediately; 
they do not recognize him. Joseph is now thirty-nine or forty years old—two decades 
removed from the pit. The fulfillment of God’s promise was never in doubt; only its timing 
was hidden. 

• Joseph’s Testing of His Brothers: Joseph does not immediately reveal himself. He 
tests his brothers across multiple visits to determine if they have changed. His questions 
and demands are not vindictive—they are diagnostic. He is asking: Are these the same 
men who sold me? Or have they become different? True reconciliation requires that the 
wrongdoer has genuinely changed, not merely that the wronged party has forgiven. 

• The Evidence of Transformation: Judah: The most decisive evidence of the brothers’ 
transformation comes from Judah. The same Judah who suggested selling Joseph 



(37:26–27) now offers himself as a slave in place of Benjamin (44:33–34). He cannot 
bear to see his father’s grief again. This is genuine repentance—not just sorrow for 
consequences, but a changed willingness to absorb cost for the sake of others. Joseph 
weeps when he sees it (45:1–2). 

• The Revelation: “I am Joseph” (45:3). Three words that shatter the room. The brothers 
are speechless with terror. Joseph’s response is remarkable: he does not lead with 
accusation but with interpretation. “God sent me ahead of you” (45:5, 7, 8). He says this 
three times. He is not excusing what they did; he is locating it within a larger story. 
Forgiveness is not pretending harm did not occur; it is placing it within God’s sovereign 
purposes. 

• Providence as the Foundation of Forgiveness: “You planned evil against me; God 
planned it for good” (50:20). This is the theological summit of the Joseph narrative—and 
one of the clearest statements of divine providence in Scripture. God does not author 
evil, but He governs it. He works within the worst of human decisions to accomplish 
purposes that the human actors could not have imagined. Romans 8:28 is the New 
Testament echo of Genesis 50:20. 

• Jacob’s Journey to Egypt: When Jacob hears that Joseph is alive, his spirit revives 
(45:27). God appears to him at Beer-sheba (46:2–4) before the journey to Egypt and 
reassures him: “Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make you into a great 
nation there.” God’s presence accompanies His people into every exile, and He governs 
even the migrations of His covenant family. 

• Jacob’s Blessing of Pharaoh: When Jacob stands before Pharaoh, the old patriarch 
blesses the most powerful man in the known world (47:7, 10). The one through whom all 
nations are to be blessed (Genesis 12:3) blesses the king of Egypt. Jacob is elderly, 
weathered, and nearing death—yet he carries the weight of God’s covenant promises 
and blesses from that authority. 

• Jacob’s Final Blessings and Death: Genesis 49 records Jacob’s blessings over his 
twelve sons—poetic, prophetic, and sometimes painfully honest. The blessing of Judah 
(49:8–12) is especially significant: the scepter will not depart from Judah until the one to 
whom it belongs comes. This is a direct messianic prophecy, pointing toward the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah—Jesus Christ. 

• Joseph’s Final Faith: Joseph’s last recorded words are not about Egypt or his own 
legacy; they are about the exodus. “God will certainly come to your aid and bring you up 
from this land” (50:24). He makes his brothers swear to carry his bones out of Egypt 
when God delivers them. He dies in faith, looking beyond his own story to God’s 
faithfulness to the whole covenant. Hebrews 11:22 honors this final act as an expression 
of faith. 

 

Questions from the Story 
1. When Joseph’s brothers bow before him (42:6), how are his dreams from Genesis 37 

being fulfilled? What does this fulfillment say about the reliability of God’s word? 
2. Why does Joseph test his brothers rather than revealing himself immediately (42:7–9)? 

What is he looking for? 
3. How do the brothers interpret their suffering in Egypt (42:21–22)? What does their guilty 

conscience reveal about what has been working on them over the years? 



4. What evidence of change do you see in the brothers throughout Genesis 42–44? How 
are they different from the men who sold Joseph? 

5. What does Judah’s offer to become a slave in Benjamin’s place (44:33–34) 
demonstrate? How does this contrast with who he was in Genesis 37? 

6. How does Joseph respond when he sees Judah’s sacrifice (45:1–2)? What does his 
weeping reveal about what he has been waiting for? 

7. What is Joseph’s first statement after revealing himself (45:3)? Why do you think the 
brothers are terrified (45:3)? 

8. How does Joseph reframe the story of his betrayal in verses 45:5–8? What does he say 
God was doing through what his brothers intended as evil? 

9. What does Joseph’s statement in 50:20 (“You planned evil against me; God planned it 
for good”) teach us about divine providence? 

10. How does Romans 8:28 connect to Genesis 50:20? What do these two passages 
together say about how God works in suffering? 

11. What does God say to Jacob at Beer-sheba before he leaves for Egypt (46:3–4)? Why is 
this reassurance significant? 

12. How does Jacob’s blessing of Pharaoh (47:7, 10) connect to God’s promise to Abraham 
in Genesis 12:3? 

13. What is the significance of Jacob’s blessing of Judah in Genesis 49:8–12? What 
messianic prophecy does it contain? 

14. What are Joseph’s final words about (50:24–25)? What does it mean that he died with 
his hope fixed on God’s future faithfulness rather than his own legacy? 

15. How does Hebrews 11:22 describe Joseph’s request about his bones? What does this 
final act of faith tell us about how to end our lives well? 

16. Joseph forgives his brothers not once but twice (45:1–15 and 50:19–21). What does the 
second forgiveness after Jacob’s death tell us about the ongoing nature of genuine 
forgiveness? 

17. How does Joseph’s story as a whole—from the pit to the palace to the place of 
reconciliation—anticipate the story of Jesus, who was also betrayed, suffered unjustly, 
and became the means of salvation for many? 

18. What does this passage teach us about the relationship between human repentance and 
the possibility of genuine reconciliation? 

19. How does the closing of Genesis with Joseph’s bones and the promise of exodus set the 
stage for the book of Exodus and the next chapter of God’s redemptive story? 

20. What is the most significant thing you have seen about God’s character across the entire 
story of Genesis—from creation to the patriarchs to Joseph’s reconciliation? 


