Matthew 13:1-23 - "The Condition of the Heart"
Text: Matthew 13:1-23 (CSB)

1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and was sitting by the sea. 2 Such large crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat down, while the whole crowd stood on the
shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying, "Consider the sower who went out to
sow. 4 As he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. 5 Other
seed fell on rocky ground where it didn't have much soil. It grew up quickly since the soil wasn't
deep. 6 But when the sun came up, it was scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away. 7
Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it. 8 Still other seed fell on good
ground and produced fruit: some a hundred, some sixty, and some thirty times what was sown. 9
Let anyone who has ears listen." 10 Then the disciples came up and asked him, "Why are you
speaking to them in parables?" 11 He answered, "Because the secrets of the kingdom of heaven
have been given for you to know, but it has not been given to them. 12 For whoever has will be given
more, and he will have more than enough. But whoever does not have, even what he has will be
taken away from him. 13 That is why | speak to them in parables, because looking they do not see,
and hearing they do not listen or understand. 14 Isaiah's prophecy is fulfilled in them, which says:
You will listen and listen, but never understand; you will look and look, but never perceive. 15 For
this people's heart has grown callous; their ears are hard of hearing, and they have shut their eyes;
otherwise they might see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts,
and turn back— and | would heal them. 16 Blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears
because they hear. 17 For truly | tell you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see the
things you see but didn't see them, to hear the things you hear but didn't hear them." 18 "So listen to
the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word about the kingdom and doesn't
understand it, the evil one comes and snhatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the one
sowh along the path. 20 And the one sown on rocky ground—this is one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy. 21 But he has no root and is short-lived. When distress or
persecution comes because of the word, immediately he falls away. 22 Now the one sown among
thorns—this is one who hears the word, but the worries of this age and the deceitfulness of wealth
choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 23 But the one sown on good ground—this is one who
hears the word, understands it, and bears fruit and produces: some a hundred, some sixty, some
thirty times what was sown."

Key Background:

o Palestinian Agriculture: Farmers typically scattered seed first, then plowed it under. Paths
cut through fields where people walked, creating hard-packed soil. Rocky ground had
limestone bedrock with thin topsoil that warmed quickly but provided no depth for roots.

o Parable Teaching Method: Jesus used parables to reveal truth to those with receptive hearts
while concealing it from those who were hard-hearted. This fulfilled Old Testament prophecy
about judicial hardening of hearts among those who persistently rejected God's truth.



The Sower: Represents anyone who shares God's word, including Jesus himself, the
disciples, and all who proclaim the gospel message.

The Seed: Consistently represents "the word about the kingdom" - the gospel message about
God's reign and salvation through Jesus Christ.

Four Heart Conditions: The different soils represent various conditions of the human heart
when encountering God's word, showing that the same message produces different results
based on the hearer's receptivity.

Isaiah's Prophecy: Jesus quotes Isaiah 6:9-10, which describes God's judgment on Israel's
persistent unbelief. Their spiritual blindness and deafness were both the result of their
rebellion and God's judicial hardening.

Fruit Production: The varying yields (thirty, sixty, hundred-fold) represent different levels of
spiritual productivity among genuine believers, all of whom bear some fruit as evidence of
true conversion.

Questions from the Story:

What was the setting when Jesus taught this parable (vv. 1-2)? Why did Jesus get into a boat
to teach the crowd on the shore?

What is the main activity described in the parable (v. 3)? What does the sower's action of
scattering seed represent in terms of sharing God's word?

What happened to the seed that fell along the path (v. 4)? What does this represent about
some people's response to the gospel?

Describe what happened to the seed on rocky ground (vv. 5-6). What does this teach us about
superficial responses to God's word?

What was the fate of the seed that fell among thorns (v. 7)? What does this reveal about
competing priorities in people's lives?

What happened to the seed that fell on good ground (v. 8)? What does the varying harvest
(thirty, sixty, hundred-fold) show us about genuine believers?

Why did the disciples ask Jesus about his use of parables (v. 10)? What does their question
reveal about their desire to understand?

How did Jesus explain his reason for teaching in parables (vv. 11-13)? What does this tell us
about the relationship between spiritual receptivity and understanding?

What Old Testament prophecy did Jesus say was being fulfilled (vv. 14-15)? How does this
explain why some people reject the gospel despite hearing it clearly?

What does Jesus say about the condition of people's hearts, ears, and eyes (v. 15)? How does
spiritual hardness prevent people from understanding and responding to truth?



How does Jesus contrast his disciples with those who reject his teaching (vv. 16-17)? What
privilege do the disciples have that even prophets and righteous people longed for?

How does Jesus explain the path soil in his interpretation (v. 19)? What role does Satan play
when people don't understand the gospel?

What characterizes the person represented by rocky soil (vv. 20-21)? What happens when
trials or persecution come to someone without deep roots?

Who does the thorny soil represent (v. 22)? What specific things does Jesus identify that
choke out the word and make it unfruitful?

What characterizes the good soil hearer (v. 23)? What three things does Jesus say this person
does with the word?

What does this parable teach us about why the same gospel message produces such
different responses in different people?

How does this parable challenge us to examine our own hearts and response to God's word?

What does this parable reveal about the importance of not just hearing God's word, but
understanding and applying it in our lives?



